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It’s Membership Renewal Time!  

Renewal form in this newsletter. 
 
Speaker for Saturday, April 17, 2010 

Bern Heimos 
Topic: Flying Low and Slow 
 

Speaker for Saturday, May 15, 2010 

Paul Hanson 
Topic: Everything you Want to Know 

about the Offshoot 

Gene Lenard’s Luscombe Arriving 
from Seattle– Photo by Ed Larkin 
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If you missed the March meeting… too bad.  We had a 
double-header.  Maureen O’Conner from the Fire 
Department gave an excellent demonstration and talk about 
Automatic Defibrillators.  Our AED is hanging on the north 
wall of Hangar 1.  Make a note of where it is so you can find 
it quickly when, as your buddy is laughing uproariously at 
your ever-so-witty wisecrack, he drops like a poleaxed steer 
to the hangar floor. 
Jerry Boughner began his demonstration of fabric covering 
and taught several of us to shrink fabric and to ribstitch.  
He’ll be using the smelly organic stuff in the next episode.  
Remember where the AED is! 
Bob Johnson did such as good job doing the year-end 
Awards  Dinner last year that…you guessed it, he’s got the 
job again this year.  Give him some advice when you see 
him.  We’ve been talking about another bus trip.  The main 
problem in the past has been filling up the seats in an 
expensive bus.  If you have access to a large passenger 
carrying vehicle, let us know.  Otherwise we’re looking into 
renting one or more 10 – 20 passenger vans.  It’s more fun 
to go in the big bus, but it’s expensive. 
--Blue Skies 
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March 6: March and another rainy weekend. We hoped to 
leave all that behind with February. Rats! EAA Chapter 14’s 
Saturday fly-in luncheon at Brown Field is developing into a 
paddle in or raft in or if you stay on the paved surface, roll 
in. Still the thought of flying in, is there. Paul rolled out 
Offshoot and stirred up the elements for us. Some 30 diners 
arrived for Ryan’s lasagna, salad, deviled eggs, fruit, and ice 
cream.  
The “club” Cessna 170 is interred with Tom at First Flight 
for a $10,000 rebuild of the gear box and straightening of 
bend parts caused by the last ground loop, so hanger 1 is 
currently open for rainy day meetings. The kerosene heater 
is fueled with JP4, Bob Johnson keeps ice cream in the 
freezer and Earl Makela keeps the cookie jar full. Guess 
we’ll just have to tuff it out till Spring…... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sparky’s KR-2 

March 13: Fly in traffic picked up noticeably at EAA 
Chapter 14’s Saturday fly in luncheon though the cloud deck 
was a bit low. It was Young Eagle flight day and Jessie was 
ready with pilots standing by but the Young Eagles failed to 
show up.  
Sparky in his KR2 and Joe Pribilo in his Bonanza arrived 
from Gillespie and parked front and center. Gene Lenard 
rolled his Luscombe into line, demonstrating quite a contrast 
in personal aircraft, each with its advantages and 
disadvantages.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Schultz donated a T-33 manual for our tech library. 
King recently returned from a trip to Australia. He has sold 
his Cessna Centurion which he had flown the last 20 years. 
Perhaps age had something to do with it as King is 89 and 
his Centurion about 40. 
Lunch was served by Bob Osborn, creamed chicken over 
rice, salad, fruit cocktail, rolls and butter, and ice cream. 
Some 30 diners ate it all.  
March 20:  Spring! Heralded by the arrival of Tom Geantil 
in his Breezy from Montgomery Field at EAA Chapter 14 
Brown Field this third Saturday of March. Kevin, Gary, 
Jimmy and Jesse had the hanger open and a pancake, eggs & 
sausage, breakfast laid on early in the morning.  Ed Bancroft 
of BD5 fame was observed wandering the premises.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe Pribilo’s Bonanza 

Kevin Roche, Gary List, Jesse Clark 
– Breakfast Chefs Extraordinaire 
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At 1000 President Larry Rothrock called the General 
Membership meeting. Pete Grootendorst covered safety 
items, noting a FAA survey of glass cockpits vs. “steam 
gages” had concluded the glass cockpits resulted in no safety 
improvement. Also noted the new plastic flight certificate 
must replace the older paper ones in a few days, cost $2, and 
paper ones would not be legal. If the plastic was not 
received, call FAA at Oklahoma City, OK for an extension 
of the paper type. Ryan, facilities director, stated that Bill 
Moore had donated his MiniMax to the Chapter and it 
needed reassembly.  He called for volunteers. 
Badges for new members had been ordered by Dennis 
Cullum and were available on the “doughnut” table. Larry 
called for members to sigh up at least once during the year 
to do Saturday lunch. A show of hands regarding a bus trip 
was held. We were invited to attend next Saturday’s meeting 
of the Nichol Field EAA Ultra-lite Chapter at the Balboa 
Park Aero Space Museum, cost $5 for a member and family. 
Contact Allan Sparks with info regarding a member who is 
ill or in hospital. 
Maureen O’Conner S.D. Medical Response speaker, gave a 
very strong demonstration of the defibrillator with the aid of 
Dr. Gene Lenard and several members called up from the 
attendees. A victim of cardiac arrest has only 6-9 minutes of 
revival time. 73% can be saved using the AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator). 55 lives have been saved in San 
Diego County using the AED. If a victim is not breathing, 
one should start CPR, get someone to fetch the AED, get 
someone to call 911, and continue CPR until the paramedics 
arrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jerry Boughner gave a demonstration of applying fabric 
cover to an aircraft. Using Dacron fabric doped to a wing 
section Gerry had a volunteer shrink the fabric to proper 
tautness using a flat iron set at 225 degrees. The fabric will 
melt at 375 degrees. Gerry likes to use nitrate and butyrate 
dope. The Poly Fiber cover method is the same using Stits 

processes and dopes. Gerry demonstrated rib stitching and 
taught the process to interested members.  Jerry’s Tiger 
Moth is a fine example of the completed process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adrian Clausell brought a TECNAM Light Sport aircraft out 
of Oceanside for display. It has the appearance of a small 
Cessna Cardinal, 2-place side by side, 912 Rotax powered, 
made in Italy.  
Ryan flew Tristan Werner for a Young Eagle flight in the 
Tomahawk. Some 47 diners enjoyed the lunch prepared by 
Donna Ryan and Ryan, of many assorted cold cuts, potato 
salad, chips, and ice cream. Finally after several rainy 
weekends, the spring day we all enjoy, perfect. 
March 27: Santa Ana! The east wind did blow, 18 gusting 
to 23, at EAA Chapter 14’s fly in luncheon. Didn’t stop 
Sparky in his KR2, Joe Pribilo in his Bonanza or Gale 
Jennings in the 172 from flying in. Sparky arrived with 
Dragonfly builder and renowned glider tow pilot Don Purdy 
aboard. Don’s original Dragonfly had the main landing gear 
on the tips of the canard which gave quite a springy feel to 
landings, or takeoff on a rough runway. After selling it and 
building (or rebuilding) a second he placed the mains more 
inboard on the front canard, giving better control. Don 
commuted several years regularly between Gillespie Field 
and Warner Springs in the Dragonfly to tow or fly gliders. 
Gene Hubbard rolled his Tri-Pacer project out of hanger 2 

Maureen O’Conner and Jerry Boughner 
– Demonstrating “Staying Alive” 
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and cleared space for a work party sparked by Ryan, to store 
portable hangers in the overhead. Dennis Cullum served the 
hungry crew, some 33 diners, Polish sausage, mashed 
potatoes, baked beans, tropical fruit, rolls and ice cream. 
March, take your choice either rain or wind every weekend. 
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A few summers ago a vintage 1939 Piper Cub and its pilot, 
Bern Heimos flew from Corona, California to Lock Haven, 
Pennsylvania, home of the original Piper Aircraft 
manufacturing plant.  From Lock Haven they flew to 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin to attend EAA’s AirVenture, after 
which they toured grass strips in the Mid-West before 
crossing the Rocky Mountains and heading home. 

At our next meeting, Bern will join us to present his 
adventure and the 26-minute DVD “Flight Home.”  His 
photography of America from the low and slow flying Cub 
will captivate you.  The diminutive 12 gallon fuel tank 
meant 54 fuel stops to cover 5,200 miles, burning 358 
gallons with a total flight time of 72 hours on the 37 day 
adventure.  Along the way, the views flying low and slow 
over America undeniably speak to an adventure every pilot 
needs to make once in his or her life.  A collection of his 
images can be found on his website www.vintageflying.com
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bern is a member of a number of EAA chapters and vintage 
airplane associations across America.  He has been 
published in EAA magazines and shared this presentation 
with over a thousand pilots across the country.   

Join us at our next meeting to see and hear about a vintage 
airplane and its pilot’s experiences.  But be prepared, as you 
will be hard pressed not to be packing your bags and fueling 
your airplane shortly thereafter. 
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It began with Dave Merrillat of Tecumseh, MI. 

My sister Barbara, who lived in Plymouth, Mi was 
“involved” with this guy who I knew was not good enough 
for my sister.  Although she was well into her adult life, she 
was certainly too taken with this man to be objective.  So I 
went to Michigan to interrogate him and find his fatal flaw.  
I found no flaw; I met a great guy, who as a teen, worked for 
Al Meyers in Tecumseh, MI and now had a Widgeon, an 
Aztec he bought at Brown Field and a Luscombe 8E, and 
lived on a grass airstrip, Merillat Airport, 34G. 

He took me flying in his Luscombe, and I was thrilled to fly 
with him.  At that time, I had no experience to know how 
responsive this little airplane was.  Now, with limited time 
in Cessna 152’s and a C-140, I am learning how sweet it is.  
Like many of you, Dave could make that Luscombe dance. 
He let me fly it and told me there was nothing I could do 
that he couldn’t fix.  Those first circles in the sky, over lakes 
and fields on a clear Michigan day, will be forever in my 
memory.  The romance had begun! 

After my introduction to the Luscombe, I read quite a bit 
about the airplane, its designer, and the simplicity and 
strength of its design.  Listening to many who have flown 
one, the overwhelming opinion was that it was a superb 
airplane that would do what the pilot asked.  This is what I 
wanted, to fly a quality airplane, and if possible buy and fly 
a Luscombe because it was a class act, or build a Bearhawk, 
a bit larger, but another quality aircraft.  I chose to purchase 
a Luscombe, learn to fly it well, and later build an airplane. 

Sparky, Don Purty and Ray Cote enjoying the 
view 

http://www.vintageflying.com/
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WHY this Luscombe? 

N2004 was in the Seattle area, I flew there, met Jeff 
Poshwatta who kept this plane in pristine condition. We 
went for a flight and the deal was made. Solid airplane, 
clean, good engine, observer doors, Cleveland brakes, 
stainless steel exhaust, tail pull handle, Silflex gear, rounded 
rudder (classic look), and more.  Jeff ferried it here to San 
Diego, experiencing many different weather conditions; 
thanks, Jeff! 

My plan is to make a cross country trip to Michigan, landing 
at only small airfields along the way, camping out if need 
be, pick up my sister, and fly to 34G and have a coffee with 
some of the guys who shared with me many of their exploits 
relating to flight. We will have a toast to Dave, who has 
passed on.  He loved his airplanes and treated them well; he 
always treated my sister with love and respect. 

I have met several Luscombe owners here in San Diego 
Barry Brocato, Mike LaFrance, and only alphabetically last, 
Joe Pribilo.  Each has been of great help to me in learning to 
maintain and fly this airplane safely.  Pete Grootendorst has 
become a contortionist trying to fit into and get out of the 
small cabin.  Many in our EAA chapter have assisted me in 
many ways to help me in my quest.  Thanks to each of you 
for sharing your knowledge and passion for flight. 
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Luscombe Distinctive Tail 

Luscombe Engine 

Luscombe Instrument Panel 

Luscombe in the Moonlight at Brown Field 

Luscombe Observer Door  
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By Bob Johnson  (Editor’s Note:  since we have highlighted 
the Luscombe this month, the story fit right in).  
 
It was the first part of changeable March 1955, but the 
weather didn’t look too bad, so I agreed to take my friend 
Rog to Minneapolis one Sunday.  I was to take my 
commercial flight test the next week and was glad to get a 
“share the expense” passenger to build up some more time. 

We checked with the weather bureau at Moline, Ill. and the 
aerologist forecast good flying conditions for the 350 mile 
trip with about a 5 to 10 knot headwind.  There was a front 
over southwestern Missouri, but it wasn’t expected to get 
this far for at least 24 hours.  The Luscombe 8-A had no 
radio, so we wouldn’t be able to get any more weather 
information until we stopped at Rochester, Minnesota, for 
breakfast and gas. 

After filing our VFR flight plan, we were off on our first leg, 
occasionally topping little scattered early morning scud.  As 
the Mayo Clinic buildings at Rochester came into view, Rog 
commented, “Boy, this sure beats driving,” with which I 
heartily agreed. 

After topping off 71189 and having breakfast ourselves, we 
were off for Flying Cloud airport.  We landed between the 
snowdrifts on the North-South runway, a little bit surprised 
by the heavy volume of traffic and large number of private 
planes using this airport – a little surprised, also, by nearly 
ground looping when a gust between two snow banks hit the 
tail of the Luscombe.  After closing our flight plan, we met 
Rog’s brother and proceeded into town to conduct the 
necessary business. 

I called the weather bureau at 1:30 and the meteorologist 
indicated we should expect nearly the same conditions on 
the return trip, but the front had speeded up a little.  We 
again filed for Rochester and were soon off into the 
occasionally blue sky. 

About halfway to Rochester, we hit a heavy patch of 
unforecast snow, but broke out into more sunshine shortly, 
so proceeded, generally unconcerned.  A very quick top off 
at Gopher Aviation and a check with the weather bureau had 
us on our way in about 20 minutes. 

This was probably mistake number one.  The forecaster said 
that the front had progressed quite rapidly, but if we took off 
right away we would probably reach Moline before it got 
that far.  That’s when optimism and “get home-it is” took 
over. 

Take off was again uneventful, but in about 45 minutes it 
got a little bumpy, and darker too.   

If you’ve flown over north eastern Iowa, you probably 
noticed that the terrain isn’t too smooth and airports seem to 
be scarce. 

About this time wet, soggy snow was falling and in-flight 
visibility was down to about a mile.  The sectional chart 
showed one airport west of Strawberry point to be closed, so 
that choice was cast aside. 

I’d had a little experience walking to towns from airports 
before, so decided I’d land at the nearest suitable farmer’s 
field, close to Strawberry Point. 

I happened to glance at Rog about this time and saw that he 
was whiter than the snow that was now sticking to the 
Luscombe.  We landed on the crown of a rolling hog 
pasture, just missing a few chuck holes.  Rog looked at me 
with a relieved grin and said, “Boy, that’s the best landing 
you made all day,” with which I was also inclined to agree. 

After tying the plane down in a corner of the field, a friendly 
farmer gave us a ride to the hotel in Strawberry Point.  I 
called the tower at Moline to close out my flight plan, and 
Ernie Mann, the chief tower operator there, said, 
“Strawberry Point?  There’s no airport there!”  If he only 
knew! 
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Young Eagles:  The Board made a motion to sponsor 
another scholarship for the summer camp at the Aerospace 
Museum and asked if arrangements could be made to 
incorporate a Young Eagles flight into the summer camp.  
Jesse had some suggestions on special activities for the 
International Young Eagles Day, including possible wing rib 
building, metal riveting, navigation GPS exercise, fabric 
covering.   

Internet Connections/Telephone: The Board decided that a 
DSL connection was not needed at this time for our internet 
usage.  The Board discussed telephone options.  Gary will 
ensure we are receiving the most cost-effective telephone 
package. 

Classic Aircraft Display Sign-off:  The Board discussed how 
best to handle requests.  Suggestion:  ask the person to sign 
the guest book, including a note on what they are displaying.  
That way if someone forgets the form, we can go back and 
verify they were actually displaying for that date.  Then ask 
if they are members of the Chapter; if they aren’t, ask if they 
are interested in joining and provide them with a form.   

Hangar Permit: Larry and Gale will meet with Erin to 
discuss some additional matters raised by the City  
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Setting it Up 

KR2-Sparky 

Clausell’s TECHNAM  
Light Sport 

Tom Geantil’s Breezy 

Ed Bancroft 

Thumbs Up – Ryan and Young Eagle 

Tom Geantil’s Breezy 

Bruce Hanna’s Hangar – 
Making Progress 

Richard Bunting’s L19 
Birddog on Display 

Waiting for 
Young 
Eagles 

Dennis Cullum and His Engine 
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EAA CHAPTER 14 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
NEW MEMBER  INFO CORRECTION RENEWAL  YOUTH 
$30.00    (name and changes only) $25.00   $10.00 
 
DATE _____/_____/_____ WHAT NAME WOULD YOU LIKE 

 PRINTED ON YOUR BADGE?______________________________ 
 
NAME____________________________________________________________________ 
  LAST    FIRST   INITIAL   SPOUSE 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ 
  NUMBER STREET CITY   STATE   ZIP 
 
PHONE_____-_____-_____ _____-_____-_____ _____-_____-_____ 
  HOME    CELL    WORK 
 
E-MAIL ______________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH  _____/_____/_____ 
 
EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP # ___________________  _____/_____/_____ 
          EXPIRATION DATE 
 
OCCUPATION________________________________________________[  ] RETIRED 
 
FAA RATINGS:  [  ]STUDENT [  ]PRIVATE [  ]COM  [  ]CFI  [  ]A&P  
    [  ]Glider [  ]IFR  [  ]ME  [   ]IA  [  ]ROTO  
   [  ]Flt Eng [  ]Radio Repair [  ]Other: _______________________________ 
 
AIRCRAFT PROJECT UNDERWAY___________________ % COMPLETE_________ 
 
AIRCRAFT NOW OWNED________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL SKILLS THAT MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO OTHER MEMBERS _____________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I NEED HELP IN: SELECTION  DESIGN CONSTRUCTION 
   OTHER______________________________________________ 
 
INTEREST IN CHAPTER 14 MANAGEMENT OR ACTIVITIES 

[   ]President   [   ]Vice President [   ]Secretary  [   ]Treasurer  
[   ]Board of Directors  [   ]Newsletter  [   ]Tech Counselor [   ]Flyout 
[   ]Video / Library  [   ]Membership [   ]Other:_____________________ 

 
NEWSLETTER:  I prefer to receive my newsletter [  ] via e-mail or [  ] printed via U.S. mail 
 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED  $_______________ Please mail this form with payment to: 
 EAA Chapter 14 
 1409 Continental Avenue 
 San Diego, CA  92154-5707  
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Unclassified ads are free to Chapter 14 members - $5 
to non-members for 2 months.  To submit an ad (or 
other newsletter input) send to Donna Ryan, 
Newsletter editor, either by email (preferred) at 
rryan@san.rr.com or by phone at 858-273-4051. 

Ownership share available in C 170A tailwheel.  
Hangared at KSDM, EAA Chapter 14.  Get your 
tailwheel fix here for $3750 buy-in and $55/month 
(dry) which includes one hour of flight time. Lynn – 
619-540-5829 or Mark 858-377-5628 for details. 

Cessna 170A 1/10th Share for Sale. Fly Cheap! 
Group membership is a great way to fly on a low 
budget. Own a 1/10th share of  N9268A which is 
parked in hangar 1 at Chapter 14. Share insurance, 
maintenance and hangar expenses/time with 9 other 
great members. Pay only $55/mo. and $10/hr. tach 
time dry (with 1 hour free per month!) to fly a vintage 
taildragger. Great VFR cross-country and primary 
training airplane! Clean paint and interior, with low 
time since overhaul with new Millennium cylinders.  
All owners respect and care for the plane and the 
schedule is usually wide open. Easy online or toll free 
telephone scheduling makes reserving flying time very 
simple. Requires EAA National and Chapter 14 
membership and $3750 equity buy in. Call (760)715-
9743 or email nkruhmin@gmail.com 
 
RV-4 Wing kit with Phlogiston spar. $6000. : 
Empennage kit $1150.00.    John Alley 858-344-8490. 
E-Mail: jalleynbart@juno.com 
 
Piper Colt: PA22-105 Restoration project: $5,500.00 
John Alley 858-344-8490. E-Mail: 
jalleynbart@juno.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rent This Space 
Put your business card here for only 

$5 per issue. 
 

Contact Donna Ryan, Newsletter 
Editor at 858-273-4051 or 

rryan@san.rr.com 

� � * � � � � $ � - 	 � � : � �  � �
April 3 – Open house, coffee, lunch at 

Chapter 14 hangars, Brown Field. 

April 10 – Open house, Young Eagle flights, 
coffee, lunch, at Chapter 14 hangars, 
Brown Field.   

April 17 –Pancake breakfast 7:30 – 9:30, 
Membership meeting—10 AM, Open 
house, Coffee at Chapter 14 hangars, 
Brown Field.  Lunch – 11:30 

April 22 - Board of Directors meeting – 7 pm, 
Montgomery Field 

April 24 – Open house, coffee, lunch, at 
Chapter 14 hangars, Brown Field. 
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April 2010 
CHAPTER WEBSITE 
http://www.eaa14.org 

E-mail 
kgpowell@roadrunner.com 

EAA Chapter 14 Memberships 
Membership cost is $25.00 per year plus an initial $5.00 
induction fee for new members.  Applications are available at our 
Brown Field hangars and on our website. 

Chapter Officers and Directors 
Title Name Phone E-mail 
President Larry Rothrock (619) 507-4455 rothrock@znet.com 
Vice-President Joseph Russo (619) 285-0852 jrussosd@aol.com 
Secretary (Newsletter) Donna Ryan (858) 273-4051 rryan@san.rr.com 
Treasurer Gary List (619) 482-0227 glist@cox.net 
Director Jerry Boughner (760) 789-2357 gboughner@gmail.com 
Director (Young Eagles) Jesse Clark (619) 573-6166 jesse@clipper314.net 
Director (Safety) Pete Grootendorst (619) 421-6252 pjgrootend41@cox.net 
Director (Membership) Eugene N. Hubbard (858) 274-2091 nx421gn@gmail.com 
Director Gale Jennings (619) 441-0561 buckeyefan0@netscape.net 
Director Richard G. Kalling (858) 750-6558 countk@kalling.net 
Director Jimmy Kennedy (858) 274-6266 jimbojade@yahoo.com 
Director Gene Lenard (619) 442-4978 elenard@mac.com 
Director (Web Site) Kerry Powell (760) 602-0662 kgpowell@roadrunner.com 
Director Chris Puntis (760) 943-6997 skitchmo@sbcglobal.net 
Director  Kevin Roche 619-443-9319 tkevinr@rocketmail.com 
Director Ron Schuler  schuler.ron@gmail.com 
Director Alan Sparks (619) 463-2648 alspa700@cox.net 
Hangar Mgr R.S. Ryan (858) 273-4051 rryan@san.rr.com 
Chapter Ambassador Alan Sparks (619) 463-2648 alspa700@cox.net 
Tech Counselor Eugene N. Hubbard (858) 274-2091 nx421gn@gmail.com 
Flight Advisor Reuven Silberman (619) 749-5561 pilots2@yahoo.com 
EAA Chapter 14 (with answer machine) (619) 661-6520 

On-Going Chapter Events 
Open House at the Brown 
Field Hangars every 
Saturday from 8:00 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M. with lunch at 
11:30. 
Pancake breakfast -7:30-
9:30 A.M. third Saturday 
of each month. 
General Meeting - 10:00 
A.M. third Saturday of 
each month. 

Tape Library 
Our tape library contains 
over 700 tapes of many 
interesting and 
informative subjects.  
These tapes may be 
checked out by members 
for a period of one week.  
Return tapes in person, or 
by mail. 


